































































































Law at the End of the Day






Larry Catá Backer's comments on current issues in transnational law and policy.  These essays focus on the constitution of regulatory communities (political, economic, and religious) as they manage their constituencies and the conflicts between them.  The context is globalization.  This is an academic field-free zone: expect to travel "without documents" through the sometimes strongly guarded boundaries of international relations, constitutional, international, comparative, and corporate law.
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乌江水亦鸣孤愤，蜀道山多带不平。


"Like the Wujiang river with very robust flow but isolated from other major bodies of waters; just as the ancient Shu Road that with all its vicissitudes passes through the most beautiful mountains"
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当局者迷，旁观者清


Transliteration: Insiders are blind; bystanders see everything







Okó kiiko isé sile. Àdá kiiskunrun, Ajá nf'orí ja'gbo wa sisé Èrú ijà kii b'Agbo


A  hoe never fails to work. A cutlass is never sick. A dog gets to work  relentlessly. A ram fears no opposition [Ìdí-Ìretè]






Lazaro Ross y el Conjunto Folklórico Nacional de Cuba,


	Cantos Lucumi Orin Elegba Osossi Obatala Oya Yemonja Sango Oshun Ogun
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Talking about topics that tend to divide many of us--and sometimes finding common ground. Sometimes. 
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Y por si fueres pícaro


"Y por si fueres pícaro, lector, advierte que en cocinas y caballerizas pican con un alfiler o doblando los azares, para conocerlos por lo hendido. . . .  Y fuéme peor, pues nunca mejora su estado quien muda solamente de lugar y no de vida y custumbres." Francisco de Quevedo, "Vida del Buscón; Ejemplo de vagamundos y espejo de tacañas (1626)
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At the end of the day


Ihrem Ende eilen sie zu, die so stark im Bestehen sich wähnen. Fast schäm’ ich mich, mit ihnen zu schaffen [They end up rushing to their doom, they who think themselves so powerful. I am almost ashamed to deal with them.] Loge; Richard Wagner, Das Rheingold







At the end of the day, law?


. . . . Emperors and kings
Are but obeyed in their several provinces,
Nor can they raise the wind or rend the clouds;
But his domain that exceeds in this
Stretcheth as far as doth the mind of man.
A sound magician is a mighty god.

* * *

Cut is the branch that might have grown full straight,
And burned is Apollo's laurel bough,
That sometimes grew within this learned man.
Faustus is gone; regard his hellish fall,
Whose fiendful fortune may exhort the wise
Only to wonder at unlawful things,
Whose deepness doth entice such forward wits
To practise more than heavenly power permits.


Christopher Marlowe, "Dr. Faustus" (before 1593)
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Caminante, no hay camino


Caminante, son tus huellas
el camino, y nada más;
caminante, no hay camino:
se hace camino al andar.
(Caminante, no Hay Camino, 1912 Antonio Machado) [Wanderer, your footsteps are the road, and nothing else; Wayfarer, there is no route: one makes a path by going.]
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"Law at the End of the Day" named  one of the 100 Best Blogs for Law School Students by Online Schools.org,







PRINTING INDIVIDUAL POSTS


Individual postings may now be more easily printed.  To print, FIRST, click on the title of the essay you want to print, THEN scroll down to the "Labels" line near the end of the essay and CLICK on "print this article." 
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